
William Jeffrey and Mary Lyall Family 
Bi-Centennial Event Timetable 

Outline, as of Feb 11, 2020 
 
At the present time we are planning the following events. Your feedback or suggestions would 
be most welcome. 
 

Friday Afternoon & Evening – Sept 18, 2020  

• Check-in at Cobourg’s Best Western Plus hotel, and the Jeffrey Family Lounge 
beside the hotel lobby. Get your colour coded name tag. 

• Linger in the Jeffrey Family Lounge to set up your Memorabilia and see Memorabilia 
from others. Peruse a large family tree on the wall and put a pin on the map for your 
home. 

• Meet familiar faces, encounter new ones. 

• Test your knowledge of old photos.  
No formal function is planned, so you might plan dinner with familiar faces.  
 
Except during planned meals, the Jeffrey Lounge will be open for informal gathering and 
inspection of Memorabilia. There will be a family member present at all times to watch over 
our Memorabilia. 

 

Saturday Morning – 9:30 AM to noon Welcome Gathering, in the ballroom. 

• Welcome from Cobourg’s Mayor Henderson 

• Introduction of the five family branches by the eldest of each branch 

• The story of William and Mary Jeffrey, their ancestors and five children 

• The challenges of the trek from Scotland to the new world 

• Cobourg life 1820-1880 – the local Historical Society 

• Plans for optional afternoon events.  
You will learn about the family through some fun exercizes during the rest of the event.    

 
Saturday Lunch – on your own – plan to meet with familiar faces? 
 

Saturday afternoon – your choice of one or more of: 

• Historical guided walking tour of Old Cobourg – the 1850s streetscape is still there, 
as are some of the fine American summer homes. 

• Exploring family locations of possible interest – self-drive with planning team guides 
to help you find as many of the Jeffrey family places as you wish in the time you 
want to spend. We will provide lists of family sites and maps and organize guides to 
help you as you wish. Sites will range from homesites, to business locations and 
cemetery in or near Cobourg. None of the homes of William and Mary or their 
children are still standing, as far as we know, but at least one of their grand 
children’s fine homes (John Jeffrey) still stands.  



• Visit Cobourg’s small museum with a model of the disastrous Cobourg to 
Peterborough railroad (crossing Rice Lake) 

• Two ‘workshops’ in the Jeffrey Family Lounge to share thoughts on: 
o DNA facts we share and understanding their use in family research, and 
o genealogical research methods for finding true facts. 

• Leisure, or meet up with family 
 

Saturday Evening – 6PM for 7PM  Jeffrey Family Dinner in the ballroom 

• Meet more new family members  

• Learn more about Canada’s emergence from colony to Dominion … by family 
members versed in Canadian history  

• The dramatic impact on the Jeffreys of the 1843 Church of Scotland ‘Disruption’  

• Hearing the Stories of Us: a brief story of each branch of descendants – where did 
they go, why … by family members. 

 
Sunday Breakfast - on your own  
 

Sunday Morning – your choice of: 

• worship at St Andrews Presbyterian, the church that the Hon. Andrew Jeffrey helped to 
found and finance 

• more self-drive touring  

• at leisure.  
 

Sunday  -  Farewell Luncheon 12:30 – 2:00 PM - at the Woodlawn Inn 

• Answers for the challenges we put to you Saturday morning and the old photos in the 
Lounge 

• Mysteries within the family history yet to be solved 

• Discussion of how to keep in touch 


